
9am – 1pm
THREADS OF LIFE
with Clare Hunter 
A wonderful opportunity to meet 
Clare and learn some of the skills 
required for banner making. Together 
you will work on a Colonsay Banner, 
celebrating the diversity of both the 
Book and the Spring Festivals.  
Explore and discover the social, 
emotional and political significance 
of needlework, whilst creating an 
artwork for the island. Tea and coffee 
provided. Bring a snack if needed! 
TICKETS £8.50  
VENUE Heritage Centre

10.30am – 1pm
HISTORICAL 
RAMBLING
with Andrew McMorrine
The deserted fishing village of  
Riasg Buidhe lies on the east coast  
of Colonsay and holds a glimpse of 
what life would have been like for 
fishing families on Colonsay from the 
earliest times to the start of the C20. 
Learn about the people who lived 
there and their eventual relocation  
to Glassard. Lifts available from the 
pier to the start of walk. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Scalasaig Pier  
Dogs on leads please

2.30pm – 5pm 
KNITTING 
WORKSHOP 
with Carol Paterson  
& Anne Ferguson 
A chance to get knitting in Colonsay 
wool, with expert tuition and 
assistance. A great session to learn 
new techniques, or just enjoy knitting 
and chatting with like-minded folk! 
This year the project is a simple lacy 
scarf. Beginners and improvers 
welcome!  
TICKETS £12.50 inc a boxed kit,  
with needles, wool and pattern  
VENUE Colonsay House 

8pm 
THE CHANGING 
FORTUNES OF 
COLONSAY’S 
BIRDS 
An illustrated talk by David Jardine. 
Colonsay and Oronsay’s diverse 
habitats are home to many special 
bird species. David will explore the 
changes which are taking place in 
these important populations. 
TICKETS £5.00  
VENUE Church of Scotland  
(opposite Hotel)

10am – 5pm 
STAINED GLASS 
WORKSHOP 
with Anne Ferguson 
Join this all day workshop, and make 
a proper small stained glass panel. 
Anne will guide you through all the 
techniques needed from design to 
construction, resulting in you taking 
home your own unique panel.  
Bring a packed lunch. 
TICKETS £25.00 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

10am – 1pm 
NATURE WALK 
with David Jardine 
A guided walk through the southern 
end of the island, looking at the 
diverse bird species and habitats 
around Baleromin Mor. David has 
been studying the flora and fauna of 
Colonsay & Oronsay for over 50 years 
and this walk offers a chance to pick 
up on some of his knowledge. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Strand Road end  
No dogs please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
MIXED MEDIA 
PAINTING 
WORKSHOP  
with Julienne Braham 
If you’ve ever wanted to have a go a 
painting but have been too shy to try, 
this is your chance! Julienne’s relaxed 
sessions in the grounds of Colonsay 
House are ideally suited to all 
abilities. Explore tone, line and 
texture, by playing with a variety of 
media and techniques. Beginners 
and improvers welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House

9am – 10.30am
MOTH TRAPPING
with Alan Davis &  
Margaret Keirnen 
Colonsay boasts a good range of moths. 
Alan and Margaret will set up the ‘light 
trap’ the night before. Join them in 
the fascinating task of identifying the 
moths which have come in overnight.  
TICKETS Free event  
VENUE The Pantry  
This event will not run if it is wet 
and/or windy, or if it has been so 
through the previous night! 

10am – 1pm
MOSAIC 
WORKSHOP
with Anne Ferguson 
Create your own mosaic tile using  
a combination of washed glass and 
china. You will come away with a 
square tile, suitable for display or  
for use as a coaster/table mat.
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre

2pm – 5pm 
HERITAGE WALK
with the Colonsay &  
Oransay Heritage Trust 
Exploring some of the historical and 
archaeological features of Garvard 
and the surrounding areas of Traigh 
nam Barc. Lifts available from the  
pier to the start of walk.  
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Scalasaig Pier  
Dogs on leads please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
DRAWING  
THE LINE 
with Carol Paterson 
Using artefacts in the Heritage Centre 
as inspiration, experiment with ink, 
charcoal, pen and chalk, producing  
a set of drawings to take home. 
Beginners and improvers welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

3pm – 6.30pm 
ART TRAIL 
VENUES OPEN
See map for details

8pm
SPRING FESTIVAL 
DINNER
Join us for a sociable supper.  
Enjoy a drink on arrival, followed by a 
two course meal. Book direct with the 
hotel – menu options from the hotel 
and gallery.
TICKETS £20.00 
VENUE Colonsay Hotel

10am – 1pm 
PLANT DYEING 
WORKSHOP 
with Zoë Ritchie 
Zoë lives in Argyll and weaves 
beautiful pieces, using wool which 
she hand dyes with plants. In this 
session she will advise on collecting 
dyestuff and show you how to colour 
hanks of wool using the ancient art  
of dyeing with plants. You will also be 
able to try your hand at weaving on  
a table loom. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

10am – 1pm 
GUIDE TO 
SPOTTING 
MARINE SPECIES 
– I.D SESSION  
AND WALK 
with Siobhan Moran 
The Hebridean Whale & Dolphin Trust 
is based on Mull and is working hard 
to raise awareness of the amazing 
marine life we have in Scottish waters. 
Join Siobhan for an indoor session, 
where she will help you to identify 
some of the many species. This will be 
followed by a walk in Machrins, where 
she will point out some areas and 
habitats where marine life is most 
likely to be seen.   
TICKETS £5.00  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

2.30pm – 5pm 
GET HOOKED 
WORKSHOP  
with Carole Rennison 
Fun and a bit addictive best describes 
the craft of hooking. Learn the 
technique of making wooly pictures 
with just a hook, some colourful 
wools and a piece of hessian.  
By holding strands of wool behind 
the hessian fabric and gently pulling 
loops through with a small hook,  
fun pictures can be simply created. 
Beginners and improvers welcome!
TICKETS £15.00 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

9pm 
QUIZ NIGHT  
IN THE HOTEL
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10am – 1pm 
MAKING A 
NATURE DIARY 
with Jane Smith 
Many of you will be familiar with 
Jane’s beautifully illustrated book 
Wild Island, a year in the Hebrides. 
In this workshop she will share some 
tips and ideas about how to create an 
evocative Nature Diary with simple 
illustrations and words. Beginners 
and improvers welcome!  
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

10am – 2pm 
HISTORICAL 
RAMBLING 
with Andrew McMorrine 
An expedition over the tidal sands  
to Oransay and a guided tour around 
the Augustinian Priory and the carved 
gravestones therein. Bring a packed 
lunch and wear wellies. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Strand Road End  
No dogs please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
MIXED MEDIA 
PAINTING 
WORKSHOP  
with Julienne Braham 
If you’ve ever wanted to have a go at 
painting but have been too shy to try, 
this is your chance! Julienne’s relaxed 
sessions in the grounds of Colonsay 
House are ideally suited to all 
abilities. Explore tone, line and 
texture, by playing with a variety of 
media and techniques. Beginners 
and improvers welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

8pm 
A WHALE  
OF A TIME 
An illustrated talk by Siobhan 
Moran of the Hebridean Whale  
& Dolphin Trust
A lot of research is currently going 
into the lives of our Marine wildlife. 
Join Siobhan to find out more. 
TICKETS £5.00  
VENUE Church of Scotland  
(opposite Hotel)

10am – 1pm 
SCREEN 
PRINTING 
WORKSHOP 
with Jane Smith 
Add a bit of joy to the drying up by 
designing and printing your own  
Tea Towel. Jane will show you how to 
work up a simple two colour design, 
suitable for screen printing on to a 
cotton Tea Towel. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

10am – 12pm 
BEACH CLEAN 
WALK 
Have you noticed how clean our 
beaches are? This is thanks to a huge 
amount of work by Kevin Byrne and 
his loyal team. Be part of it and give  
a hand! There is no charge for this 
event… and no excuses either! 
MEET Strand Road End 

2.30pm – 5pm 
CROCHET 
WORKSHOP 
with Carole Rennison 
Learn the basic techniques of crochet 
whilst starting to create your own 
string of BUNTING. Carole has a great 
eye for colour and will bring with her 
lots of beautifully coloured wools for 
you to work with. Beginners and 
improvers welcome!
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

3pm – 6.30pm 
ART TRAIL 
VENUES OPEN 
See map for details 

8pm 
THE ARANDORA 
STAR 
A film documenting the tragedy of 
the Arandora Star. On 1 July 1940,  
the SS Arandora Star set sail from 
Liverpool. Many on board were Italian 
internees. The Arandora Star was 
torpedoed off the coast of Ireland.  
For months after bodies were washed 
up on the coasts of Ireland and 
Scotland. They were buried by local 
people in their cemeteries and 
graveyards, including by those  
on Colonsay. 
TICKETS £5.00  
VENUE Church of Scotland  
(opposite Hotel)

10am – 1pm 
PLANT DYEING 
WORKSHOP 
with Zoë Ritchie
Zoë lives in Argyll and weaves 
beautiful pieces, using wool which 
she hand dyes with plants. In this 
session she will advise on collecting 
dyestuff and show you how to colour 
hanks of wool using the ancient art of 
dyeing with plants. You will also be 
able to try your hand at weaving on  
a table loom.
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

11.30am – 2.30pm 
BIRD WATCHING 
WALK 
with an Oransay RSPB Warden 
A chance to make the walk across the 
Strand and learn about the work the 
RSPB is doing to preserve the habitats 
of many important and increasingly 
rare species of birds. Oronsay is 
designated a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest & Special Protection Area for 
chough and corncrake, and is farmed 
with cattle and sheep by the RSPB. 
Please bring a packed lunch  
and wear wellies. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Strand Road End  
No dogs please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
GET HOOKED 
WORKSHOP  
with Carole Rennison 
Fun and a bit addictive best describes 
the craft of hooking. Learn the 
technique of making wooly pictures 
with just a hook, some colourful 
wools and a piece of hessian.  
By holding strands of wool behind 
the hessian fabric and gently pulling 
loops through with a small hook,  
fun pictures can be simply created. 
Beginners and improvers welcome!
TICKETS £15.00 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

6pm – 7pm 
OPEN EVENING 
AT THE OLD 
WAITING ROOM 
GALLERY  
Join some of the Festival of Spring’s 
artists and tutors for a drink and  
a chat.

 FRIDAY 3rd SATURDAY 4th SUNDAY 5th  TICKET OFFICE

VISIT THE  
Ticket Office AT  
the OldWaiting 
Room Gallery 
DOWN AT THE 
HARBOUR
For the duration of the  
Festival the Opening hours are: 
Mondays 9.30am – 2.00pm  
Tuesdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Wednesdays 9.30am – 2.00pm  
 5.00pm – 7.00pm 
Thursdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Fridays 9.30am – 1.00pm  
 5.00pm – 7.00pm 
Saturdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Sundays 6.00pm – 7.00pm

Come to the Old Waiting Room 
Gallery to get more information, 
reserve places and collect  
your tickets. 
Out with these hours please ring 
Sarah on 07850 230000 or email 
springfest@isleofcolonsay.org.uk 

EVENT NOTES
Please note that some workshops  
and events will be number restricted. 
For activities taking place in  
Colonsay House, please meet at  
the Garden’s Café. 
The Heritage Centre is in Kilchattan 
and is the former Baptist Church.  
For activities here, please park in the 
layby at the bottom of the track 
leading up to the centre. 
For all walking and outdoor 
activities, please wear stout 
footwear, waterproofs, and bring your 
own food and water as required.  
For walks to Oronsay please wear 
wellingtons – it will be wet underfoot!
There is a no dogs policy on some 
nature walks and the Farm walk to 
Balnahard (see programme). 
Please note the programme may be 
subject to minor alterations in the run 
up to the event, so all visitors will be 
supplied with the latest edition of the 
timetable as they disembark the ferry 
in Colonsay.

MONDAY 29th APRIL – SUNDAY 19th MAY    02  



 MONDAY 6th TUESDAY 7th WEDNESDAY 8th THURSDAY 9th

9am to late 
COLONSAY 
MACPHEES
Join Kevin on his sponsored 
expedition to climb the 22 hills in 
Colonsay over 300 ft – climbed in one 
connected walk. Total distance approx 
20 miles. All proceeds to Kilchattan 
primary school 
MEET An Crosan  
(start of Balnahard track) 

10am – 1pm 
MONOPRINT 
WORKSHOP 
with Alasdair McMorrine
In this session Alasdair will guide  
you through the process of making  
a monoprint from a simple drawing.  
He will show you how to prepare the 
Perspex plate, apply the damp paper 
and use hatch lines and tone to  
make a bold print. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

10am – 1pm 
BIRD WATCHING 
WALK 
with Jonathon Lingard 
Walk across Kiloran Bay and the sand 
dune area, up the track to Balnahard, 
taking in many different bird habitats, 
with the chance to see Snipe, Artic 
Terns, Chough, Sea Eagle and 
perhaps even the Balnahard  
Golden Eagles. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET An Crosan  
(start of Balnahard track)  
No dogs please

2.30pm – 5pm 
CROCHET 
WORKSHOP 
with Carole Rennison 
Learn the basic techniques of crochet 
whilst starting to create your own 
circular table mats. Carole has a 
great eye for colour and will bring 
with her lots of beautifully coloured 
wools for you to work with. Beginners 
and improvers welcome!
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

8pm 
AN EVENING WITH 
THE COLONSAY 
HERITAGE TRUST 
Join the Trust for an evening of  
old island tales and photographs. 
TICKETS £5.00  
VENUE Heritage Centre

9am – 10.30am 
MOTH TRAPPING 
with Alan Davis & Margaret Keirnen 
Colonsay boasts a good range of moths. 
Alan and Margaret will set up the ‘light 
trap’ the night before. Join them in 
the fascinating task of identifying the 
moths which have come in overnight.  
TICKETS Free event  
VENUE The Pantry  
This event will not run if it is wet 
and/or windy, or if it has been so 
through the previous night!

10am – 5pm 
STAINED GLASS 
WORKSHOP 
with Anne Ferguson 
Make a proper small stained  
glass panel on this day workshop. 
Anne will guide you through all the 
techniques needed from design to 
construction, resulting in you taking 
home your own unique panel.  
Bring a packed lunch. 
TICKETS £25.00 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

10.30am – 1pm 
HISTORICAL 
RAMBLING 
with Andrew McMorrine 
Walk the route of the ‘old road’  
from Scalasaig to Kiloran. Take in the 
fantastic view point of Beinn nan 
Gudairean and the Wishing Well. 
Touch on history, folklore & legend. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Hotel car park  
Dogs on leads please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
FLOWER 
HAMMERING 
WORKSHOP  
with Margaret Boughton 
Margaret joins us this year to demonstrate 
this little known craft. Cloth is laid on 
flowers and grasses and the coloured 
sap bashed out, leaving an image of 
the plant, which can then be stitched 
round. Make a panel suitable for 
turning into a bag or cushion. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

6pm – 8pm 
EVENING BIRD WALK
with Jonathon Lingard
See and hear the sights and sounds 
of birds at dusk. Walk through Garvard 
and past Loch Breac, with a chance to 
see hen harrier and golden eagle.
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Strand Road end  
No dogs please

10am – 1pm 
MOSAIC 
WORKSHOP 
with Anne Ferguson 
Create your own mosaic tile using  
a combination of washed glass and 
china. You will come away with a 
square tile, suitable for display or  
for use as a coaster/table mat. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

12pm – 4pm 
ORONSAY 
EXPEDITION 
with Andrew McMorrine  
& Jonathon Lingard
For this walk Andrew and Jonathon 
are joining forces to bring you the 
many and varied aspects of Oronsay. 
Expect to learn more about birds and 
wildlife, as well as hear legends and 
tales of this very remote island’s past. 
Bring a packed lunch and  
wear wellies. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Strand Road end  
No dogs please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
DRAWING  
THE LINE 
with Carol Paterson 
Using artefacts in the Heritage Centre 
as inspiration, experiment with ink, 
charcoal, pen and chalk, producing  
a set of drawings to take home. 
Beginners and improvers welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

3pm – 6.30pm 
ART TRAIL 
VENUES OPEN 
See map for details

10am – 1pm 
INTRODUCTION 
TO OIL PAINTING 
with Alasdair McMorrine 
Starting off with a hessian canvas 
board, Alasdair will show you how to 
build up a simple oil painting. Alasdair 
will have a selection of locally sourced 
material as inspiration for your still life 
or landscape composition, but please 
feel free to bring along any of your 
own objects or pictures. Beginners 
and improvers welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre, Kilchattan 

2.30pm – 5.30pm 
SPRING TIME IN 
BALNAHARD 
with David Hobhouse 
Balnahard Farm is up a long track  
at the north end of the island and 
Spring can be a long time coming! 
Come and learn how the livestock 
fared through the winter and see  
how the calves and lambs are doing 
as Spring gets underway. Visit the 
ancient chapel ruins of Cill Chaitriona 
and learn about the bird-friendly way 
in which the farm is run, and the 
production of wool, beef and mutton.  
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET An Crosan (start of Balnahard 
track) you will be driven to Balnahard 
farm, walk for 2 hours and then be 
returned by vehicle to An Crosan 
No dogs please

2.30pm – 5pm 
ALLWRAPPED UP 
BLOCK PRINTING 
with Anne Ferguson  
& Morag Tweedie 
Print your own wrapping paper  
with matching gift tags, cards and 
tying braid. Choose from our wide 
selection of prepared blocks or create 
your own for a truly unique result. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

6pm – 8pm 
EVENING BIRD 
WALK 
with Jonathon Lingard 
Join Jonathon on this walk from  
the cemetery to An Rubha on the  
western side of Colonsay. Hope to 
hear Corncrake and see and hear  
Hen Harriers and sea birds. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Cemetery, Kilchattan  
No dogs please

9pm 
QUIZ NIGHT  
IN THE HOTEL
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 FRIDAY 10th SATURDAY 11th SUNDAY 12th

10am – 1pm 
MONOPRINT 
WORKSHOP
with Alasdair McMorrine 
In this session Alasdair will guide  
you through the process of making  
a monoprint from a simple drawing.  
He will show you how to prepare the 
Perspex plate, apply the damp paper 
and use hatch lines and tone to make 
a bold print. Beginners and improvers 
welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

10am – 1pm 
BIRD WALK 
with Jonathon Lingard 
Starting from Machrins explore the 
bird life in the area between the 
airstrip & Ardskenish. Walk across the 
mixed habitat of south west Colonsay, 
looking out for Eagles, Chough and 
the elusive Hen Harrier. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Airport Gates  
No dogs please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
A STITCH OF 
NATURE 
WORKSHOP 
with Morag Tweedie 
With just a few simple stitches Morag 
will help you create your own mini 
embroidered picture, framed within  
a sewing hoop. Take inspiration  
from the beautiful surroundings  
of Colonsay House gardens, with 
flowers, leaves, grasses and seed 
heads aplenty. Beginners and 
improvers welcome!
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

8pm 
AROUND THE 
ISLANDS & 
ABOUT A BOAT
A poetry reading by  
Jan Sutch Pickard & Joy Mead
Friends and poets Jan and Joy will 
read some of their work, inspired by 
their life on Mull and travels around 
the other islands. 
TICKETS Donations to Maggie’s 
Cancer charity in Glasgow  
VENUE Church of Scotland  
(opposite Hotel)

10am – 1pm 
SIMPLE 
BOOKBINDING 
WORKSHOP 
with Morag Tweedie 
Make a small range of simple 
notebooks and journals using basic 
folding and stitching techniques. 
Morag will bring a gorgeous selection 
of papers for you to choose from. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

10am – 12pm 
BEACH  
CLEAN WALK 
Have you noticed how clean our 
beaches are? This is thanks to a huge 
amount of work by Kevin Byrne and 
his loyal team. Be part of it and give  
a hand! There is no charge for this 
event… and no excuses either! 
MEET Start of Golf Course

2.30pm – 5pm 
KNITTING 
WORKSHOP 
with Carol Paterson &  
Anne Ferguson 
A chance to get knitting in Colonsay 
wool, with expert tuition and 
assistance from Carol and Anne.  
A great session to learn new 
techniques, or just enjoy knitting  
and chatting with like-minded folk! 
This year the project is a simple  
lacy scarf. Beginners and  
improvers welcome!  
TICKETS £12.50 inc a boxed kit,  
with needles, wool & pattern  
VENUE Colonsay House 

3pm – 6.30pm 
ART TRAIL 
VENUES OPEN 
See map for details 

7.30pm 
COLONSAY 
SUPPER CLUB 
A fabulous four course meal hosted 
and cooked by Grace Johnston in  
her own home. Booking essential.  
Menu available from the Old Waiting 
Room Gallery. 
TICKETS £30.00 please bring your 
own liquid refreshments  
VENUE Maggie Thompson’s Cottage 
– beyond the hotel

10am – 1pm 
WILLOW 
WEAVING 
WORKSHOP 
with Jane Allan 
Jane makes traditional, functional 
and durable items using willow grown 
at her home in Lochgilphead. In this 
workshop she will teach you some of 
the basic skills, whilst producing your 
own simple round basket. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

10.30am – 1pm 
DRYSTONE WALL 
WORKSHOP 
with Lotta Leahy & Dave Binnie 
The art of Dry Stone Walling would 
have been widely practiced on 
Colonsay over the years and various 
examples can be seen across the 
island. Here is your chance to have a 
go and to help maintain and preserve 
some of the sections of walls that 
need attention. 
TICKETS £10.00  
MEET The Pantry 

2.30pm – 5pm 
COLONSAY 
COLLAGED 
with Carol Paterson 
This year Carol will be showing you 
how to create a Colonsay scene in 
fabric! Using collage-ing techniques 
with material, buttons, simple hand 
stitching and fabric glue, be guided 
through crafting a small panel to put 
in a frame or to be applied to a cushion. 
No sewing skills required! Beginners 
and improvers welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

6pm – 7pm 
OPEN EVENING 
AT THE OLD 
WAITING ROOM 
GALLERY  
Join some of the Festival of Spring’s 
artists and tutors for a drink and  
a chat.

7.30pm 
COLONSAY 
SUPPER CLUB 
A fabulous four course meal hosted 
and cooked by Grace Johnston in her 
home. Booking essential. Menu from 
the Old Waiting Room Gallery. 
TICKETS £30.00 please bring your 
own liquid refreshments  
VENUE Maggie Thompson’s Cottage 
– beyond the hotel

 TICKET OFFICE

MONDAY 29th APRIL – SUNDAY 19th MAY    04  

VISIT THE  
Ticket Office AT  
the OldWaiting 
Room Gallery 
DOWN AT THE 
HARBOUR
For the duration of the  
Festival the Opening hours are: 
Mondays 9.30am – 2.00pm  
Tuesdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Wednesdays 9.30am – 2.00pm  
 5.00pm – 7.00pm 
Thursdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Fridays 9.30am – 1.00pm  
 5.00pm – 7.00pm 
Saturdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Sundays 6.00pm – 7.00pm

Come to the Old Waiting Room 
Gallery to get more information, 
reserve places and collect  
your tickets. 
Out with these hours please ring 
Sarah on 07850 230000 or email 
springfest@isleofcolonsay.org.uk 

EVENT NOTES
Please note that some workshops  
and events will be number restricted. 
For activities taking place in  
Colonsay House, please meet at  
the Garden’s Café. 
The Heritage Centre is in Kilchattan 
and is the former Baptist Church.  
For activities here, please park in the 
layby at the bottom of the track 
leading up to the centre. 
For all walking and outdoor 
activities, please wear stout 
footwear, waterproofs, and bring your 
own food and water as required.  
For walks to Oronsay please wear 
wellingtons – it will be wet underfoot!
There is a no dogs policy on some 
nature walks and the Farm walk to 
Balnahard (see programme). 
Please note the programme may be 
subject to minor alterations in the run 
up to the event, so all visitors will be 
supplied with the latest edition of the 
timetable as they disembark the ferry 
in Colonsay.



10am – 1pm 
TAPESTRY 
WORKSHOP 
with Louise Oppenheimer
Louise weaves stunning tapestries 
with no tools other than her fingers. 
In her workshops she will show you  
a few of the skills needed to weave  
a small design, with ready warped 
wooden frames and beautiful wools. 
You will be able to take the frame  
and some wools away to complete 
your weaving. 
TICKETS £15.00 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

10am – 1pm 
BOTANICAL 
WALK 
with Owen Mountford 
The first part of this walk will take in 
the flora of mires, in-bye hay meadows 
and rocky moorland. As you progress 
north to the machair habitat of Traigh 
Ban, you will be in probably the most 
flower-rich turf on Colonsay. Balnahard 
is well known for the wide array of wild 
flowers in the sand dune area, but the 
small burns, marshes and rocky 
outcrops looking across to Mull also 
provide habitat for many plant species. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET An Crosan (start of Balnahard 
track) you will be driven to Balnahard 
farm, walk for 2 hours and then be 
returned by vehicle to An Crossan.  
No dogs please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
ALL WRAPPED UP 
BLOCK PRINTING 
with Anne Ferguson  
& Morag Tweedie 
Print your own wrapping paper  
with matching gift tags, cards and 
tying braid. Choose from our wide 
selection of prepared blocks or create 
your own for a truly unique result. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

3pm – 7pm 
SPRING FEST 
FASHION POP UP 
SHOP 
After the success of last year, we are 
delighted to say that Andrea from 
Home in the Highlands has agreed 
to return to bring us her pop up dress 
shop – have a glass of wine and refresh 
your spring summer wardrobe with 
clothing and accessories from Seasalt, 
Whitestuff, Brakeburn and Masai – 
there is something for everyone plus 
great sale bargains. 
VENUE Colonsay House

 MONDAY 13th TUESDAY 14th WEDNESDAY 15th THURSDAY 16th

10am – 1pm 
WILLOW 
WEAVING 
WORKSHOP 
with Jane Allan 
Jane makes traditional, functional 
and durable items using willow grown 
at her home in Lochgilphead. In this 
workshop she will teach you some of 
the basic skills, whilst you produce 
willow stars, fish or heart decorations. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

10am – 1pm 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
FORAY 
with Roger Boughton 
Join wildlife sound recordist and 
photographer Roger to get to grips 
with photographing different subjects 
and to learn some basic methodologies 
for taking that ‘better’ photo, including 
composition and exposure. This session 
will comprise of a walk to take pictures, 
followed by an indoor look at some of 
the photographs taken. Please bring 
your own camera (and a basic 
knowledge of how it works!).
TICKETS £10.00  
MEET Church of Scotland  
(opposite hotel) 

2.30pm – 5pm 
A STITCH OF 
NATURE 
WORKSHOP 
with Morag Tweedie 
With just a few simple stitches Morag 
will help you create your own mini 
embroidered picture, framed within  
a sewing hoop. Take inspiration from 
the beautiful surroundings of Colonsay 
House gardens, with flowers, leaves, 
grasses and seed heads aplenty. 
Beginners and improvers welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

7.30pm – 9.30pm 
MACRAME 
MANIA COMES  
TO COLONAY 
with Carol Paterson  
& Anne Ferguson 
The only way I could get Carol and Anne 
to indulge my love of Macrame, was 
to say they could have wine at the 
workshop! Join us for a 70s inspired 
evening of Macramé knotting, Mateus 
Rose and cheese and pineapple 
hedgehogs. Hope to make a fab retro 
item out of String. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House

10am – 1pm 
TAPESTRY 
WORKSHOP 
with Louise Oppenheimer
Louise weaves stunning tapestries 
with her fingers. She will show you  
a few of the skills needed to weave  
a small design. You will be able to 
take the frame and some wools away. 
TICKETS £15.00 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

10am – 1pm 
BOTANICAL 
WALK 
with Owen Mountford 
A chance to see a fascinating mixture 
of wild flowers, cultivated species and 
non-native plants that have run wild 
in the grounds and estate woodlands 
of Colonsay House. Finishes along the 
shore of Loch Fada, looking at aquatic, 
wetland and moorland species.
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Colonsay House Carpark  
No dogs please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
DRYSTONE WALL 
WORKSHOP 
with Lotta Leahy & Dave Binnie 
Stone Walling would have been 
widely practiced on Colonsay.  
Come and have a go and help to 
maintain some of the island’s walls. 
TICKETS £10.00  
MEET The Pantry

2.30pm – 5pm 
DRAWING  
THE LINE 
with Carol Paterson 
Using artefacts in the Heritage Centre 
as inspiration, experiment with ink, 
charcoal, pen and chalk, producing  
a set of drawings to take home 
Beginners and improvers welcome!
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

3pm – 6.30pm 
ART TRAIL 
VENUES OPEN 
See map for details

8pm
SPRING FESTIVAL 
DINNER
Join us for a sociable supper. Enjoy  
a drink on arrival, followed by a two 
course meal. Book direct with the 
hotel – menu options from the  
hotel and gallery.
TICKETS £20.00 
VENUE Colonsay Hotel

9am – 1pm 
ORANSAY 
HERITAGE WALK 
with the Colonsay & Oransay 
Heritage Trust 
Join members of the trust on this 
walk across the tidal sands to the 
neighbouring island of Oransay.  
Be guided round the Augustinian 
Priory and learn more about the 
carved gravestones therein and  
hear the story of the arrival (and 
departure) of St Columba on his way 
to found the community in Iona.  
Please bring a packed lunch  
and wear wellies. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Strand Road end  
No dogs please

10am – 1pm 
WILLOW 
WEAVING 
WORKSHOP 
with Jane Allan 
Jane makes traditional, functional 
and durable items using willow 
grown at her home in Lochgilphead. 
In this workshop she will teach you 
some of the basic skills, whilst 
producing your own tension tray.
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

2pm – 5pm 
SIMPLE 
BOOKBINDING 
WORKSHOP 
with Morag Tweedie 
Make a small range of simple 
notebooks and journals using basic 
folding and stitching techniques. 
Morag will bring a gorgeous selection 
of papers for you to choose from. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

9pm 
QUIZ NIGHT  
IN THE HOTEL
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 FRIDAY 17th SATURDAY 18th SUNDAY 19th

10am – 1pm 
TAPESTRY 
WORKSHOP 
with Louise Oppenheimer
Louise weaves stunning tapestries 
with no tools other than her fingers. 
In her workshops she will show you  
a few of the skills needed to weave  
a small design, with ready warped 
wooden frames and beautiful wools. 
You will be able to take the frame  
and some wools away to complete 
your weaving. 
TICKETS £15.00 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

10am – 1pm 
BOTANICAL 
WALK 
with Owen Mountford  
Colonsay’s rich flora has been a 
source of interest to Owen for many 
years, and he is currently part of a 
team compiling a Colonsay guide. 
This walk around the Strand area,  
the Oyster beds, the stabilised sands 
of Traigh nam Barc and back past 
Garvard includes many areas of fen, 
coastal and moorland habitats – 
meaning there is a very rich variety  
of species to be seen. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Strand Road end  
No dogs please 

2.30pm – 5pm 
FLOWER 
HAMMERING 
WORKSHOP  
with Margaret Boughton 
Margaret joins us this year to 
demonstrate this little known craft. 
Cloth is laid on flowers and grasses 
and the coloured sap bashed out of 
them, leaving an image of the plant, 
which can then be stitched round. 
Make a panel suitable for turning  
into a bag or cushion. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Colonsay House 

6pm – 8pm 
EVENING NATURE 
WALK 
with Roger Boughton 
Roger has been recording the  
sounds of nature, birds and wildlife 
on Colonsay for many years. Join him 
on this nature walk to see and hear 
some of the island’s rich fauna, taking 
you though the woodland gardens 
and the habitats around Loch Fada. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Colonsay House Carpark  
No dogs please

10am – 12pm 
BEACH CLEAN 
WALK 
Have you noticed how clean our 
beaches are? This is thanks to a huge 
amount of work by Kevin Byrne and 
his loyal team. Be part of it and give  
a hand! There is no charge for this 
event… and no excuses either! 
MEET An Crosan  
(start of Balnahard track) 

11.30am –  1.30pm 
SEAWEED 
FORAGING 
with Fi Martynoga 
Identify and forage for different types  
of seaweed and kelp. Plus get advice 
on preparing, cooking and the 
nutritional benefits. 
TICKETS £10.00  
MEET An Crosan  
(start of Balnahard track) 

2.30pm – 5pm 
FELT MAKING 
WORKSHOP 
with Lotta Leahy 
Amazingly it is possible to make all 
sorts of things out of felt! Lotta will 
show you how to manipulate wool 
and water together to make a 
colourful selection of small felt 
spheres, which can then be turned 
into a variety of lovely items – from 
placemats to mobiles. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

3pm – 6.30pm 
ART TRAIL 
VENUES OPEN 
See map for details 

8pm 
TAG–N–TRACK: 
Following the 
fortunes of 
the Lesser 
Black–backed 
Gull 
An illustrated talk by  
Hayley Douglas
Tag-n-Track was a two year project 
promoting all things gull. Gulls are 
much maligned but there’s more  
to these guys than stealing chips!  
This talk will take you on a journey  
to find out more.
TICKETS £5.00  
VENUE Church of Scotland  
(opposite Hotel)

10.30am – 2.30pm 
BIRD WATCHING 
WALK 
with an Oransay RSPB Warden 
A chance to make the walk across the 
Strand and learn about the work the 
RSPB is doing to preserve the habitats 
of many important and increasingly 
rare species of birds. Oronsay is 
designated a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest & Special Protection Area for 
chough and corncrake, and is farmed 
with cattle and sheep by the RSPB.  
Please bring a packed lunch  
and wear wellies. 
TICKETS £5.00  
MEET Strand Road End  
No dogs please 

11.30am – 1.30pm 
FORAGE FOR 
YOUR LUNCH!
with Fi Martynoga 
The ultimate ‘no food miles’ meal. 
Forage the wild foods available in  
and around Colonsay House and the 
woodland gardens. Then cook and  
eat a delicious lunch made with the 
freshest of ingredients. Expect to 
savour nettle pesto and sorrel soup 
amongst other delicacies. 
TICKETS £12.50 inc lunch  
MEET Garden’s Cafe 

2.30pm – 5pm 
COLONSAY 
COLLAGED 
with Carol Paterson 
This year Carol will be showing you 
how to create a Colonsay scene in 
fabric! Using collage-ing techniques 
with material, buttons, simple hand 
stitching and fabric glue, be guided 
through crafting a small panel to  
put in a frame or to be applied to a  
cushion. Simplicity is key – no sewing 
skills required. Beginners and 
improvers welcome! 
TICKETS £12.50 inc materials  
VENUE Heritage Centre 

6pm – 7pm 
OPEN EVENING 
AT THE OLD 
WAITING ROOM 
GALLERY  
Join some of the Festival of Spring’s 
artists and tutors for a drink and  
a chat.

 TICKET OFFICE

MONDAY 29th APRIL – SUNDAY 19th MAY    06  

VISIT THE  
Ticket Office AT  
the OldWaiting 
Room Gallery 
DOWN AT THE 
HARBOUR
For the duration of the  
Festival the Opening hours are: 
Mondays 9.30am – 2.00pm  
Tuesdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Wednesdays 9.30am – 2.00pm  
 5.00pm – 7.00pm 
Thursdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Fridays 9.30am – 1.00pm  
 5.00pm – 7.00pm 
Saturdays 9.30am – 2.00pm 
Sundays 6.00pm – 7.00pm

Come to the Old Waiting Room 
Gallery to get more information, 
reserve places and collect  
your tickets. 
Out with these hours please ring 
Sarah on 07850 230000 or email 
springfest@isleofcolonsay.org.uk 

EVENT NOTES
Please note that some workshops  
and events will be number restricted. 
For activities taking place in  
Colonsay House, please meet at  
the Garden’s Café. 
The Heritage Centre is in Kilchattan 
and is the former Baptist Church.  
For activities here, please park in the 
layby at the bottom of the track 
leading up to the centre. 
For all walking and outdoor 
activities, please wear stout 
footwear, waterproofs, and bring your 
own food and water as required.  
For walks to Oronsay please wear 
wellingtons – it will be wet underfoot!
There is a no dogs policy on some 
nature walks and the Farm walk to 
Balnahard (see programme). 
Please note the programme may be 
subject to minor alterations in the run 
up to the event, so all visitors will be 
supplied with the latest edition of the 
timetable as they disembark the ferry 
in Colonsay.




